[image: image1.jpg]Klamath

l""m PR
% 0Nl B WSl MY

ASssoclation




                                  Klamath Water Users Association

                                2455 Patterson Street, Suite 3       

                                Klamath Falls, Oregon 97603

                                (541)-883-6100   FAX (541)-883-8893   

                             kwua@cvcwireless.net

                              Klamath Water Users Association

                                2455 Patterson Street, Suite 3       

                                Klamath Falls, Oregon 97603

                                (541)-883-6100   FAX (541)-883-8893   


Commerce Secretary Announces Resource Disaster
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***
Gutierrez Announces Klamath River “Fishery Resource Disaster,” Immediate Steps to Help Fishing Communities

WASHINGTON – U.S. Secretary of Commerce Carlos M. Gutierrez today announced that he was taking several steps, including declaration of a fishery resource disaster, to help West Coast fishing communities in Oregon and California impacted by fishing restrictions necessitated by several years of drought and reduced salmon stocks in the Klamath River basin. The Commerce Department’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) oversees the nation’s oceans based fishing industry and fisheries resources.

“Fishermen and their families in Oregon and California are being hit hard from several years of drought conditions which have led to a low abundance of fish and severely restricted catch. Today, I am declaring a fishery resource disaster, which will pave the way for relief to our fisherman, their families and their communities,” said Gutierrez. “We will move quickly to implement both a short and long term effort to find ways to help. Today’s announcement is not the end of the process, but the beginning. In all of our efforts, we will be guided by compassion, common sense, and a careful application of the law and federal regulations.”

Today’s announcement opens the door for the Small Business Administration (SBA) to provide low-interest Economic Injury Disaster Loans. At the Secretary’s direction, NOAA is working with the States to accelerate the data collection necessary to determine whether there has been a commercial fishery failure. The Secretary also pledged that if the data supports a failure declaration, he is prepared to issue one expeditiously. Secretary Gutierrez is also encouraging the States of California and Oregon to allocate funding provided by Commerce through the Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery fund to activities that will benefit the affected region, and has committed to work with the States to ensure that they have the necessary flexibility to do so.

“I want to thank all the Members of Congress and Governors who have been involved in this issue, and look forward to continuing to work with them on behalf of the fishing community and on our shared goals,” Gutierrez added. “I would also like to thank the local communities and groups that have been involved in the Administration’s ongoing collaborative process that continues to address the long term restoration needs of the Klamath River basin. Through cooperative conservation we can develop lasting solutions that will maintain the diverse economies that this river has long supported. I am heartened by the support that inland farming communities, such as the Klamath Water Users Association, have given to the small rural fishing communities of coastal Oregon and California.”

Gutierrez’s announcement includes the following steps:

• Declaration of a fishery resource disaster under the Inter-jurisdictional Fisheries Act (IFA), allowing fishermen to become eligible for SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loans.
• Request that the Governors of Oregon and California, who fully recognize the severity of the problem, closely review their pending 2006 Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery Fund grant applications and determine how to best channel existing resources and speedily disburse monies to programs that can help effected fishermen. NOAA will provide maximum flexibility to such grant requests. The States of California and Oregon each received nearly $6.5 million in 2006 under this program.

• Dispatch high level officials to the Klamath River communities, beginning the week of July 10, to expedite the collection of economic impact data, a critical step to determining whether the disaster will result in a commercial fishery failure under the Magnuson-Stevens Act and the IFA.

• Direct that the Commerce Department’s Economic Development Administration (EDA) make fishery impacted communities a funding priority for FY’07 Economic Adjustment grants.

Background/Historical Context:

A lengthy 5-year drought in the Klamath Basin has led to significantly reduced precipitation and streamflows in the basin. These conditions have degraded important spawning habitat, increased infestation of harmful parasites, and thus have not provided the conditions necessary for healthy salmon populations.

The Inter-jurisdictional Fisheries Act provides a mechanism for the Secretary of Commerce to assist states in managing inter-jurisdictional fisheries. It is designed to promote research and enforcement of fishery resources, develop Fishery Management plans, and restore resources damaged by a natural resource disaster. The Secretary is also working within his authority prescribed by the Magnuson-Stevens Act (MSA) which provides for the conservation and management of fishery resources within the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone.

The Department of Commerce, through the NOAA Fisheries Service is responsible for protecting and preserving our nation’s living marine resources and their habitats through scientific research,

management and enforcement. NOAA Fisheries Service provides effective stewardship of these resources for the benefit of the nation, supporting coastal communities that depend upon them, and helping to provide safe and healthy seafood to consumers and recreational opportunities for the American public.

***
KWUA Applauds Commerce Announcement

The Klamath Water Users Association (KWUA) applauds the announcement made yesterday by U.S. Secretary of Commerce Carlos M. Gutierrez regarding the administrations planned actions to help struggling west coast fishing communities.

In the announcement, Secretary Gutierrez outlined a series of actions that will be taken, including the declaration of a fishery resource disaster.  The Secretary pointed out that several years of drought conditions in the Klamath Basin has degraded habitat and increased the occurrence of harmful fish parasites.

Yesterday’s announcement opens the door for the Small Business Administration (SBA) to provide low-interest Economic Injury Disaster Loans.  The announcement stopped short of declaring a “commercial fishery failure”, which could provide direct financial aid.  However, the Secretary pledged that if the data supports a failure declaration, he is prepared to issue one expeditiously.

KWUA has been supportive and has urged the Commerce Department to take action. In his announcement, Secretary Gutierrez acknowledged the support of other communities and organizations including KWUA.

Steve Kandra, President of the Klamath Water Users Association, was pleased with the announcement and hopes these steps will lead to further assistance.

“Despite what many people may think, farmers and fishermen have much in common. We are very happy that the Secretary has started the ball rolling”, said Kandra.  

“We know there is more work to be done, but this is a critical first step”.

Kandra added that the Association is honored that the Secretary specifically mentions the support that KWUA has given to coastal communities. 

“It really means a lot that he did that. Hopefully people will recognize that we have not been sitting by idly and watching this happen. We are trying to help.”

The announcement comes on the heels of yet another meeting between Klamath Basin farmers and ranchers and Oregon coastal fishermen.  Members of the Oregon Salmon Commission, commercial fishermen and sea food processors spent parts of two days touring the Klamath Irrigation Project with local agricultural producers and members of KWUA.

Greg Addington, Executive Director of the Water Users is encouraged by the amount of local support for fishermen.

“Much of the credit for opening the dialogue between farmers and fishermen goes to individuals from both communities who have chosen to reach out to one another. They haven’t done it for publicity or self promotion; it has been about sharing information and finding common ground.”

The Klamath Water Users Association is a non-profit organization representing the interests of irrigation, drainage and improvement districts within the Bureau of Reclamation’s Klamath Project.  

In 2001, Project irrigators had their water supply severely curtailed to protect listed species.  KWUA remembers the support offered by coastal communities and now is an opportunity for us to support them.

***
Area Manager Appointed for Klamath Basin Office

Pablo Arroyave has been selected to head the Bureau of Reclamation’s Klamath Basin Area Office in Klamath Falls, Oregon.  

“Pablo Arroyave’s expertise and experience in working collaboratively with diverse groups toward workable solutions make him well suited to take the reins in the Klamath Basin Area Office,” said Mid-Pacific Regional Director Kirk Rodgers.  “He will provide the leadership and continuity necessary to keep key efforts moving forward.”

As Area Manager of the Klamath Basin Area Office, Mr. Arroyave will direct a range of program activities for the Federal irrigation project encompassing 240,000 acres, and oversee all operations and maintenance activities as well as compliance with all Federal and State regulations for the Klamath Project.  The Klamath Project provides water for crops and the Klamath National Wildlife Refuges.

Coming from the Lahontan Basin Area Office as the Deputy Area Manager, Mr. Arroyave assisted in overseeing management of Reclamation activities that included balancing urban and irrigation water entitlements with fisheries, endangered species, and Tribal trust concerns. 

A public servant for more than 13 years, Mr. Arroyave previously served as the Reclamation Regional Liaison Officer for the Mid-Pacific Region in Washington D.C., working with numerous stakeholders, Department of Interior, congressional, Reclamation, and other agency leadership.  Prior to this, he served as the Special Assistant to the Deputy Regional Director, and as the Program Manager for the San Joaquin River Riparian Habitat Restoration Program in Fresno, California.  In his first Reclamation job, he was an environmental specialist and wildlife biologist in the Lower Colorado Regional Office in Boulder City, Nevada.  Mr. Arroyave started his Federal career as a Resource Area Biologist for the Bureau of Land Management in Kanab, Utah.

Mr. Arroyave is a graduate of the Texas A&M University in College Station, Texas where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in wildlife ecology.  He and his wife, Ashley, have two children, Sydney and Sophie.

***
Irrigators Make their Case

July 6, 2006

By STEVE KADEL

H&N Staff Writer

Eight commercial fishermen from the Oregon coast are in Klamath Falls for a crash course in Irrigation 101.

They're learning about misconceptions members of the agriculture industry say are perpetuated about the Klamath Project and its relationship to declining coho salmon populations.

Greg Addington, president of the Klamath Water Users Association, used a bluff overlooking Upper Klamath Lake as one of the classrooms.

“This is not a deep pool of cool, clean water,” he said Wednesday, gesturing toward the lake.

Instead, the shallow lake is warm - water sampled Wednesday was 72 degrees - and it has naturally occurring phosphorous from the eruption of Mount Mazama.

Project irrigators say environmentalists and other critics point to the Basin as much of the cause for poor salmon runs.

The truth, according to Addington and other Project members, is water used for irrigation returns to the Klamath River cleaner and cooler than when it left the lake.

Phosphorous, for example, is reduced the farther water travels through Project canals because plants absorb it.

It was one of several issues discussed during the visit by fishermen Wednesday and today. The cost of the trip is paid for by the Oregon Department of Agriculture, whose director Katie Coba believes dialogue between the two industries is important.

Bob Gasser, a Project board member, said water reaching Lower Klamath and Tule lakes did not return to the Klamath River before the Project existed. Pumps now send the water uphill from Tulelake to the river.

“There's more water in the river because of the Project,” Gasser said.

He emphasized the Project is more efficient using water than other irrigation systems nationwide.

“In the last few years (potato) irrigation is done at night so you have less evaporation,” Merrill farmer Dick Carleton added.

He and Newport fisherman Bob Kemp were responsible for organizing the trip. They also leveraged money for travel expenses from the state Department of Agriculture after reading in a newspaper Coba had suggested the two sides - often at odds in the past - begin communicating face to face.

Fishermen and irrigators are at the mercy of lake levels and river flow levels mandated by federal agencies' biological opinions.

“We're like you guys,” Gasser said. “We're frustrated by management decisions made years in advance.”

He presented a chart showing the amount of water the Project contributes to the Klamath River's total. It is a tiny fraction compared to water behind Iron Gate Dam and from tributary creeks and rivers, he said.

Tulelake farmer Rob Crawford added, “There's a tremendous amount of time wasted focusing on the Klamath Project. It's quite obvious we aren't the problem. It's a combination of things.”

Fishermen said the first day of their tour was beneficial.

“I'm trying to find places where we can support (irrigators) and it benefits us, too,” said Rick Gouche, a fisherman from Coquille.

Quote of the Week
“You can’t have everything. Where would you put it?”


- Stephen Wright
KWUA Calendar of Activities:
TID Board Meeting

July 10, 2006–8:00p.m.

KWUA Meeting with Interlock

July 11, 2006–10:00a.m.

KWUA Science Committee Meeting

July 11, 2006-12:00p.m.

KWUA Board Meeting

July 12, 2006–6:00p.m.

KID Board Meeting

July 13, 2006–10:00 a.m.

KDD Board Meeting

July 20, 2006-1:00p.m.
Klamath County NRAC Meeting

July 20, 2006

National Academy of Sciences (NAS)

July 25, 2006-Yreka
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