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MEDIA INFORMATION

For Immediate Release 

3 March, 2005


Steve West announced today the opening of West Consulting Group.  In making the announcement today, Steve West said, “At West Consulting Group, West is more than just our name, it is who we are and where we live and work.  We value the diverse people, cultures, traditions, history, and landscapes that make the American West unique.”


The new company will offer professional consulting services focused on natural resource policy issues, government relations, technical and grant writing, community development, project management, and political strategies.  They will concentrate their work in California, Oregon, Montana, and Washington D.C.


Steve West, Laura West, and Emily West make up the firm’s executive team.   Additional professionals with unique skills and expertise are available to be brought onto the team as necessary.  Steve West went on to say, “Our executive team is skilled, experienced, and passionate about western issues.”  

Steve West served two terms (eight years) as a County Commissioner in Klamath County, Oregon and chose to take a sabbatical from elected office in 2005.  During his eight (8) years as County Commissioner he represented the Board of Commissioners on water, agriculture, and natural resources issues.  He represented Klamath County on Senator Mark Hatfield’s Upper Klamath Basin Working Group, Klamath River Basin Fisheries Task Force, Klamath Province Advisory Committee - U.S. Forest Service Northwest Forest Plan, as well as four (4) Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 – HR 2389 Public Law 106-393 Resource Advisory Committees (RAC).  As Board Chairman during the 2001 Klamath Basin Water Crisis, Steve met regularly with senior members of President Bush’s Administration, Tribes, Oregon Governor’s office, Federal and State legislatures, and Federal and State Agencies and he continues those relationships today.  


He has spoken before the National Academy of Sciences’ National Research Council, U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Resources, Interim National Drought Council, Oregon’s Senate and House of Representatives, Oregon’s Water Resources Commission and Watershed Enhancement Board, Council of State Governments, and at the University Of Montana School Of Law  


In 2001, Steve West was the co-petitioner and primary proponent for SB821 the legislation that created the Crater Lake National Park Centennial Oregon motor vehicle license plate.  Through December 2004, license plate sales have topped 100,000 and sales proceeds have contributed over $1 million dollars to the Crater Lake National Park Foundation.  


He also has 12 years experience in the investor-owned electric utility industry.  Steve had management responsibilities throughout Oregon and northern California.  He worked in energy sales and services division with residential, commercial, agricultural, and industrial customers as well as the home building industry.   Steve also served as the liaison in the Klamath Basin between the utility and Federal and State Natural Resource Agencies.  He holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Geography with an emphasis in Land Use and Natural Resource Planning from Humboldt State University, Arcata, California.

At the announcement today Laura West said, “Our goal is to provide high quality and high value professional consulting services to the people and communities of the American West. “ 

Laura holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Wildlife Management with a minor in Biology from Humboldt State University, Arcata, California.  She has worked with State and Federal natural resource agencies and with the timber reforestation industry.  Laura has over 15 years of teaching experience in primary and secondary education and also worked as the director of the Klamath Basin Raptor Rehabilitation Center.   She is a skilled writer and editor with emphasis on natural resources issues and grant proposals.  


Emily West added, “West Consulting Group believes in collaboration before litigation, and solutions developed from the bottom up by the people who are most impacted.”


Emily is an honors graduate of Willamette University in Salem Oregon.  She holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Politics with a minor in Environmental Studies and is a President Harry S. Truman Scholar.  Emily worked as a legislative staff person for Oregon State Senator Jason Atkinson (R- Central Point) during the 2001 and 2003 legislative sessions.  During the 2001 session, she was Senator Atkinson’s lead staff person for SB821, the legislation that created the Crater Lake National Park Centennial Oregon motor vehicle license plate.  


Emily has worked in Washington, D.C. for the US Department of the Interior offices of Wildland Fire Coordination and USFWS Federal Duck Stamp Program.    Currently, Emily is pursuing a Master’s of Science Degree in Natural Resource Conservation, Department of Society and Conservation, College of Forestry and Conservation, University of Montana and a Law Certificate in Natural Resource Conflict Resolution, School of Law, University of Montana.


For more information please contact Steve West at West Consulting Group by phone at 541.891.9580 and by E-mail at westgroup@earthlink.net
541.891. 9580 


westgroup@earthlink.net 


5775 Havencrest Drive, Klamath Falls, OR 97603      





 West Consulting Group





● Natural Resources ● Community Development 


● Government Relations ● Political Strategies 


● Project Management ● Communications
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